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The Relationship between Russia and the European Populist Far Right:

Motivations and Political Use
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Abstract:

The research reviews the historical roots of the relations,
coordination and cooperation between the Russian Federation and the
extreme populist right-wing parties, and the motives and goals of the two
parties in this relationship, which began to take an upward pattern from
the early nineties of the twentieth century. The relations between the two
were not limited to a specific aspect but had multiple aspects and
patterns of political, partisan, media and financial cooperation in order to
achieve the main goals and objectives of this relationship, being
addressing the repercussions of globalization and the attempt to
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dismantle the European Union and NATO, in addition to gaining support
and legitimacy for Russian policies that do not enjoy European and
international support. Also, the two sides seek to mitigate the effects of
European and American sanctions on Russia, and influence European
policies within the institutions of the European Union and European
countries. Further, this paper traces the impacts of the Russian-far right
parties relations on the European political landscape.

Keywords: Vladimir Putin, European far-right populist, European
Union, Ukraine
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@Ames, Paul, “Europe’s Far Right Is Embracing Putin, Published by the RAND Corporation,
Santa Monica, 2014,p54.
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(@)suzanne Daley and Maia de la Baume, “French Far Right Gets Helping Hand With 10,

.Russian Loan,” New York Times, December 1, 2014
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(DMitchell A. Orenstein, “Putin’s Western Allies,” Foreign Affairs, March 25, 2014; Fox, 6
2014; Andrew Higgins, “Far-Right Fever for a Europe Tied to Russia,” New York Times,
.May 20, 2014.

@) James McAuley, Is Trump reaching out to Europe’s far right before he talks with the heads
of state, washingtonpost, November 12, 2016
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-® Carole Cadwalladr, Aarron Banks, Brexit and the Russia connection
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@jason Horowitz, Putin's Aggression Leaves His Right-Wing Fan Club Squirming,
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/26/world/europe/russia-putin-matteo-salvini-marine-le-

pen.html
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U \syacheslav Likhachev, op. cit.

@Cora Engelbrecht, Far-right militias in Europe plan to confront Russian forces, a research
group says: https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/25/world/europe/militias-russia-
ukraine.html

®Natalie Tucci ,Can Russia Divide Europe? Why a false peace can be worse than a long war:
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/europe/can-russia-divide-europe
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DHow the EU has supported Ukraine since the start of the war:
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/ukraine/20220519ST0O30402/tim
eline-how-eu-has-been-supporting-ukraine-since-start-of-war
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1-Anton Shekhovtsov, Russia and The Western far right, First published by
Routledge. , New York.2018.
2— Anton Shekhovtsov, Putin and European far right partners in crime :

https:https://www.4freerussia.org/putin—european—far—right—partners—crime.

3- Beatrix Futak—Campbell, Political Synergy How the European Far—-Right and
Russia Have Joined Forces Against Brussels. Atlantics perspective, , 13 Mar
2022.

4-Ames Paul, Europe’s Far Right Is Embracing Putin, Published by the RAND
Corporation, Santa Monica, 2014.

5-Suzanne Daley and Maia de la Baume, French Far Right Gets Helping Hand
With 10, .Russian Loan, New York Times, December 1, 2014.

6—Mitchell A. Orenstein, “Putin’s Western Allies,” Foreign Affairs, March 25,
2014; Fox, 6 2014; Andrew Higgins, “Far-Right Fever for a Europe Tied to
Russia,” New York Times,, .May 20, 2014.

7- James McAuley, Is Trump reaching out to Europe’s far right before he talks
with the heads of state, Washington post, November 12, 2016:
https: //www.washingtonpost.com/news /worldviews /wp/2016/11/12

8- Vyacheslav Likhachev, The Far Right in the Conflict between Russia
andUkraine,2016:
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O-Natalie Tucci ,Can Russia Divide Europe? Why a false peace can be worse

than a long war: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/europe/can—russia—divide—

europe
10— How the EU has supported Ukraine since the start of the war:

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities /ukraine/20220519

STO30402 /timeline—how-eu—has—been—supporting—ukraine—since—start—of—

war
11-Jason Horowitz, Putin’s Aggression Leaves His Right—-Wing Fan Club
Squirming: https://www.nytimes.com/2(022/02 /26 /world /europe /russia—putin—

matteo—salvini-marine—-le—pen.html

12—-Carole Cadwalladr, Aarron Banks, Brexit and the Russia connection
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