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Why are Christians in the East targeted?
By Dr. Hussain Shaban obad cpauald) a2

Abstract:

| have conducted this research after a number of books and studies that I
wrote in defense of the Christian presence in the East, and against the
discrimination and eviction operations which they were subjected to in many
countries of the region.

Primely, this sensitive issue was provoked and expanded terrifyingly by the US
occupation of Irag in 2003, and the rise of sectarian and religious divisions. The
situation worsened further with the onset of the Arab Spring in 2011, where the
historical paradox occurred, the Arab Spring turned into an autumn for Christians,
which inspired the title of my book, "Christians and the Arab Spring - On the
Challenges of Democracy and Cultural Diversity in the Arab World.(2012) "

In 2013, after contacts, inquiries, and comments from readers regarding the
situation of Christians, | wrote a new book entitled “Christians are the Salt of the
Arabs,” which is also meant as “Salt of the East.” This metaphor is taken from
Jesus Christ (peace be upon him), who addressed his disciples, “You are the salt
of the earth.”

According to the Holy Quran, Christ (peace be upon him) is “the Holy Spirit” and
“The Word of Truth,”, So how is it justified to sever the necks of individuals in
the name of ‘Islam'? And how are Christians considered "infidels" as some
'Islamic’ fatwas, particularly from terrorist organizations such as Al-Qaeda, ISIS,
Jabhat Fatah al-Sham “Al-Nusra”, and their affiliates, claim" ?

Christians are not strangers, they existed in the region before Muslims. Jesus
Christ was born in Bethlehem, and with his birth the Gregorian calendar began,
and from Palestine, Christianity spread to all corners of the globe Thus this is
Christianity, the offspring of the Arab region, and perhaps fanaticism and
extremism aim to eradicate Christians from the cradle of Christianity.

The research Discusses the plight of Christians in several Arab countries: Sudan,
Egypt, Lebanon, Iraq, Syria, and Palestine (under Israeli occupation), and address
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the severity of the idea that sought to portray Christians as a fifth column, echoing
the tragedy of the loss of the Arab Jewish presence in many Arab countries under
the same ideology.

The researcher focused on the necessity of rereading the Arab —"Israeli" conflict,
not as a religious conflict, but rather as a national struggle to restore Palestinian
and Arab rights, and it is a struggle on earth and not over the values of heaven.

The researcher concluded the study by calling for solidarity with Christians,
protecting their rights, and emphasizing the importance of rebuilding the nation-
state based on equal and equitable citizenship, and the enforcement of the rule of
law against any form of discrimination. It is essential to recognize and embrace
diversity in terms of nationality, religion, language, and ethnicity".
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