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Turkish-Iranian rivalry in the Middle East and its repercussions on Turkey's
position on the Iranian nuclear program
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Abstract

Both Turkey and Iran have major regional positions, and Turkish-Iranian
cooperation has significantly intensified during the first two decades of the 21st
century. Turkey's energy needs and Iran's oil and natural gas resources have been
an important driver of growing Turkish-lranian cooperation. However, the degree
of cooperation between the two countries should not be exaggerated. Their
relationship is volatile and unstable, reaching the stage of competition. The

repercussions of this competitive relationship extend to most countries in the
region, their issues and crises, including the Iranian nuclear program.
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