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Abstract

This study seeks to deconstruct the epistemological foundations of positivism
and rationalism in international relations. It aims to re-examine the triad of
discourse, knowledge, and digital reality to reveal how international security
realities are shaped through the dynamics of functional construction, as well as
the power-knowledge systems associated with digital warfare and artificial
intelligence technologies. The study’s central problem lies in demonstrating the
diminishing explanatory power—and the retreat—of material frameworks in the
face of cyberspace flows. It is grounded in the hypothesis that the rapid
expansion of the cyber transformation undermines the traditional material
foundations of the international system, favoring a security environment shaped
by digital and discursive systems. The findings reveal the dissolution of the
geographical "inside/outside" dichotomy, alongside the emergence of new
ontological agency among transnational technology companies and hybrid
actors-challenging the state's exclusive monopoly on power. Furthermore, the
study reveals that the "cyber threat" is a discursive construct employed by elites
to legitimize policies of exception and surveillance, and that generative artificial
intelligence 1s steering the international system toward a state of "hyper-
algorithmic narrative pluralism" that erodes epistemological certainty. The study
concludes by advocating for an epistemological revolution in international
relations— one that moves beyond positivist reductionism toward a "critical-
reflexive turn." As a tool of ethical and political responsibility capable of
deconstructing discourses on the militarization of technology and the
monopolization of automated truth regimes, thereby paving the way for
alternative digital policies that place human security and societal freedom at the
forefront of the digitized international order.

Keywords: Post-structuralism, cyber warfare, power/knowledge, hyper-
reality, digital securitization.
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