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 قواعد الشذر
 

  على أن يراعى الوضوح وسلامة الشص.والانكليزية لغة السجلة هي اللغة العربية 
  والتطبيقيوة ولا سويس  التوي تجعو  موي قزو     الدي سوية الشرريوةترحب السجلة بشذر البحووث والدراسو ت

 والع لم محط اهتس مه ، م ضيً  وح ضراً ومدتقبلًا، وعلى وفق الآتي: السشطقة
  مرفقوة موق قور   بولالاث ندو ( صفحة مطبوعوة 52يد عدد صفح ت البحث أو الدراسة عي )أن لا يز

علوى  Simplified Arabic( ونوو  الخوط 4142( والتب عود )41، مق مراعو ة حجوم الخوط )(CDمرن )
( ونووو  الخوووط 44ان تكووون الهوووامف اسووف  ةوو  صووفحة مطبوعووة ك لطريقووة الالكترونيووة وبحجووم  ووط )

Simplified Arabic جسق كق ئسة مشفرلة عي السر در في نه  ة البحثوت. 
  والدراسوو ت وةت بتهوو  وبخ صووة التو يووق  البحوووثأن تعتسوود اوصوووع العلسيووة الستعوو رف عليهوو  فووي  عووداد

 :كحيث تتزسي
ب، مكووو ن الشذووور، اوسوووم الك مووو  للش  ووور، تووو ري   تووو ب الآتوووي: أسوووم السنلوووا، عشووووان الكك لشدوووبة للكتووو 

 .الشذر، أرق م الرفح ت
ك لشدووبة للسق لووة: فتتزووسي أسووم الك تووب، عشوووان السق لووة، اسووم الدوريووة، مكوو ن صوودوره ، عوودده ، اموو   

 ت ريخه ، وأرق م الرفح ت.
  والدراس ت ك لسوضوعية والدقة العلسية. البحوثأن تترا 
 او التشريف السعي ري الع م أن تعتسد الترقيم العذري للعش ويي اوس سية والفرعية. 
 حوووث او دراسوووة ملخرووويي )احووودهس  ك للغوووة العربيوووة والآ ووور ك للغوووة الانكليزيوووة( وق ئسوووة يرفوووق موووق ةووو  ك

 ك لسراجق والسر در السعتسدة.
 ة العلوووم الدي سووية يووتخزووق جسيووق البحوووث السقبولووة للشذوور الووى نروو م الاسووتلاع الالكترونووي فووي ةل– 

 ج معة الشهريي.
 .يرفق مق ة  كحث ودراسة سيرة ذاتية مختررة للب حث 
  كرجوو زة كحووو هم أو دراسوو تهم كعوود عرضووه  علووى محكسوويي تختوو رهم علووى  البوو حلاييتقوووم السجلووة كر طوو ر

 نحو سري مي بيي أصح ب الا تر  .
  جوووز للسجلووة أن تطلووب  جوورا  تعوود لات  ووكلية أو  وو ملة علووى البحووث أو الدراسووة قبوو   ج زتهوو  للشذوور 

 كس  يتس  ى مق أهدافه .
 والدراس ت التي  عتذر عي نذره . وثالبح ة دلا تلتزم السجلة كرع 
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Concentrating the Spheres of Containment and Prevention in National 
Security Strategy 

) Utilizing Tenors and Model-Buliding in Iraq) 

Prof Dr. Ali Faris Hameed  

Introduction 

Thinking about strategic defense fields has become of an important value in 
contemporary strategic writings due to considerations related to the 
preoccupation with them by experts and strategic planners. Further, the 
importance of thinking about strategic defence has increased because states 
need these strategies as they multiply states’ ability to interact and survive. 
The areas related to the strategies aim to change the status quo, and therefore 
the logical calculations that are interconnected with the state and its survival 
make it risk attaching its survival to the ability of the offensive force to achieve 
the goals ((. Accordingly, the doubling of power and the state’s preservation 
of its prestige in the international system makes it obliged to search for areas 
of strategic defense that can secure the scope of its action according to a 
security methodology that is commensurate with the movement of changes and 
changing priorities of interests. 

Keywords: Strategy, defense, development, security 

Areas and problems of strategic defence: perspective and techniques  

The thinking perspective is associated with defense strategies with two basic 
criteria: The first criterion relates to the perspective, which is mainly related to 
                                                           

   : 22/6/0202تاريخ النشر:                    20/6/0202تاريخ  القبول:              8/5/0202تاريخ التقديم 
 Professor of International and Strategic Studies at Al-Nahrain University . 
 This view is based on the approaches of states' strategies in the international system . For 
more see: Robert Gilpin, War and Change in Global Politics, translated by: Omar Al-Ayoubi, 
Dar Al-Kitab Al-Arabi, Beirut, 2009 . p33 
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the methodologies of thinking and the connotations that are related to securing 
the defense position for the state. The desire to multiply power is the outcome 
of the state's conduct and performance in the system in order to maintain its 
survival as an influential state within the system. 

The second criterion is based on the paths that are mainly related to the 
techniques that strategic planners use for influence. These techniques are 
related to the strategic planners’ assessment of the capabilities and capabilities 
possessed by the institutions of implementing the national security strategy, as 
it is necessary to estimate the techniques according to the overall ability or to 
adapt those technologies to the resources that the decision maker can secure 
through strategic thinking based on the underlying strength. 

With regard to the problems directly related to the strategic fields of defense, 
we are faced with a central question, which is why to think about the defense 
strategy? As the fields of defense are linked to the strategic aspect of securing 
capacity and certainty, measuring its effectiveness and the extent of its impact. 
It is in contrast to the attack requirements which can be gauged by the 
measurement of the target and the estimates of the power possessed by the 
other party. This means that the level of defense is not calculated for the 
different levels and areas in which the state's strategy operates. Accordingly, 
the hypothesis adopted by the study is that the resort of national security 
strategies planners to the thinking in the areas of strategic defense with a 
methodology and techniques commensurate with the power components 
available to the state increases the state's ability to manage risks and threats. 

Defense strategy choices 

According to the hypotheses of open war, a state can choose for itself the 
strategic options that are commensurate with the resources it possesses. The 
field of options’ preference can remain present in the minds of the strategists, 
but the matter seems completely reversed when it comes to the state’s 
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defense strategies. This means that the state must distinguish between the 
strategic defense areas to the extent that allows the other party to accept the 
interests on which the strategy planners work  (1) . 

The assumptions of defense in the field of work within the strategic objectives 
are based on intellectual discussions that pertain to thinking about the status 
and function of the state in the international system. Theoretical frameworks of 
function and roles rely on the assumptions of status politics that Hans 
Morgenthau discusses. The status that a state seeks to attain makes the state 
opt to assume specific roles in international interaction that might be close to 
the state’s function in the system or might adversely influence it to build a new 
function. The logical foundations in building a position depend on the related 
role played by the state and its supposed functions within the system  (2) . The 
objective of applying the status policy, according to Hans Morgenthau, is to 
influence other countries with the power that the country actually possesses or 
with the power that it believes or wants others to believe it possesses  (3) . 

Methodologically and in connection with the issue of techniques, it can be 
noticed that strategic experts adhere to two types of strategies in this field: the 
first relates to containment and prevention, and the second relates to 
transforming risks into opportunities (closer to creating opportunities in a 
system of chaos). Hence, the strategic defense methodology, according to the 
data and indicators that are related to the strategic objectives and vital interests 
of the state, aims to think of the function performed by the state within the 
international system while maintaining the position of defense strategically in 
                                                           
(1)Open war assumptions converge with modern technologies in thinking to face risks and 
employ elements of power . For more see: Zhao Liang and Wang Changshua, The Open 
War, translated by Dirar Al-Khidr, Nawras Center for Studies, Nowhere, 2021, p. 10 

(2)Hans Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations: The Struggle for Sultan and Peace, translated 
by Khairy Imad, National Printing House, vol. 1, p. 112 

(3) Ibid. p.115 
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order to integrate the elements of power with the intended position in the 
system. 

The strategic defense methodology within the field of increasing power helps 
enabling national security institutions to consciously and deliberately prefer 
options by virtue of the surplus power that the state possesses. The defense 
methodology increases the techniques of states in managing risks and 
transforming threats into opportunities to influence areas of influence or vital 
interests. 

National Security Strategy: Employing Technologies to Build 
Opportunities  

The Iraqi national security strategy requires thinking about the options through 
which risks and threats can be managed, as it requires that it include broad 
areas of the defense strategy in order to secure the requirements of goals 
achievement. In the field of national security, Iraq is supposed to move in the 
principles of the strategy to contain the threats, and then there are two 
principles that strategy must have: 

1- Containment: Containing threats requires the ability to deter according to 
certain indicators of Iraqi strength. In fact, there is a weakness in the 
strength indicators, which calls for doubling them through partnerships 
based on interests  (1) . 

In the field of containment, the element of power must be considered, as 
Iraq is unable to impose interests or convince others of them because it did 

                                                           
(1)Deterrence, according to General Andre Boufer, is the threat of force in order to prevent 
an opponent from threatening the interests of the state, or to change its behavior in a 
direction consistent with the interest of the state . For more see: Andre Boufer, Deterrence 
and Strategy . Translated by Akram Dairi . Beirut Dar Al-Tali'a for Printing and Publishing . 
1970 .p. 47 
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not rely on the bargaining method . Hence, thinking about the principle of 
containment requires that there be partnerships based on interests in order 
to secure the appropriate force for influence or deterrence. 

This aspect can largely coincide with regional and international policies for 
Iraq. The absence of a clear ally makes Iraq a conflict zone for all the 
forces around it. Perhaps what is worth noting here is that all the countries 
surrounding the neighborhood and beyond are within clear contractual 
alliances with the exception of Iraq. 

The productive dialogues would support Iraq’s position in the American 
strategy as a country that does not disturb security according to the 
American perspective of interests in the Middle East, and this matter is one 
of the most important requirements that establish sustainable and effective 
dialogues between Iraq and the United States of America, and gives Iraq 
double opportunities to influence the regional and international environment 

(1) . However, this influence cannot be accepted as a permanent force, since 
Iraq is still dealing with the logic of multiple partnerships, which does not 
make it in place for permanent dealing with the main powers in the 
international system. 

In addition, the United States of America believes that the source of Iran’s 
strength in the increase of its regional influence is the gray area, which 
contributes to weakening the ability of pressure to influence. As for the 
non-state actors in Yemen and Lebanon, the process of replacing 
deterrence in the US strategy needs to re-division the areas of strategic 

                                                           
(1)Ali Faris Hamid, Iraq and the United States of America: Renewed Dialogue and Composite 
Guarantees, Al-Baydar Center for Strategic Studies, Baghdad, 2022, p. 3. 
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action according to strategies based on the target area and the gray area in 
order to ensure effectiveness in this regard  (1) . 

Performance that enhances influence and containment cannot be achieved 
with multiple partnerships in light of an environment characterized by 
mistrust, which requires thinking about doubling force and containing threats 
according to an equation pursued by national security strategy planners. 

The equation here is 

One Alliance + Multiple Partnerships = Doubling the Force / Containing Threats 
Deterrence 
2-  Prevention: One of the strategic areas of defense is the availability of 

prevention in the national security strategy, especially in areas related to 
the existence of the state, such as the case with terrorism and 
extremism, for example . Fighting terrorism by military means has not 
ended the war on terrorism, which highlights the weakness of prevention 
techniques. 

In addition to the military effort, there must be defense strategies that work 
to prevent terrorism, as is the case with development, which is an important 
indicator for measuring the decline of terrorist operations. In the 
governorates that witnessed reconstruction and development, indicators of 
terrorism declined, such as the case with Anbar, while other governorates 
such as Diyala and Salah al-Din are still in constant confrontation with 
terrorism due to weak local development policies. 

The situation also applies to areas of internal fighting due to the existence 
of tribal conflicts and the absence of a real achievement in which the 
individual can move from sub-affiliations to citizenship in its political 

                                                           
(1)Michael Eisenstadt ,Kori Schake ,and David Deptula, U.S. Strategy Toward Iran: Restoring 
Deterrence, Enabling Diplomacy, Washington institute, 2020,p.3 

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/view/eisenstadt-michael
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/view/kori-schake
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/view/kori-schake
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/view/david-deptula
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/view/david-deptula
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expression. There are attempts in some parts of Iraq, especially the 
liberated areas, to escalate conflict and armed confrontations, which are 
almost identical to the development of local policies in these areas. 
Radicalism and violence wane in regions that achieved economic and 
human development with the help of non-governmental organizations and 
local governments and federal institutions, which have tried to address the 
negative effects that contribute in spreading violence within society  (1) . The 
opposite is almost true in the case of regions that did not witness 
development policies. 

Anbar City is at the forefront of the areas where development policies have 
helped in reducing the manifestations of violence, as the culture of 
maintaining stability prevails among citizens in the region, and the local 
government is trying to support recreational activities, services and 
rehabilitation of infrastructure in order to support manifestations of civility. 
While the indicator is regressing in Salah al-Din and Diyala cities, thus it is 
noticed in these areas that there are renewed crises and issues of violence 
and fighting related to the behavior of social groups and communities. In 
Diylala, terrorist groups aim to spread rumours and use psychological 
warfare and promote civil strife, and they seek to ignite violence and fighting 
among the social groups in Diyala city. The weakness of government 
policies for the local system in some governorates, especially in Salah al-
Din and Diyala city, leads to the existence of a large space for the growth of 
ideas related to violence, which tend to prefer options for internal fighting 
instead of responding to the mediation of the local government, especially 
with terrorist groups employing marginalization policies by managing internal 
contradictions. Terrorist groups, led by the terrorist organization ISIS, are 

                                                           
(1)Cole Bunzel, ISIS in 2021, Al-Bayan Center for Studies and Planning, Baghdad, 2014, 
p.3. 
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trying to take advantage of internal disputes and the rejection of local 
government programs to renew conflict processes and be present in them. 

In addition, thinking about new techniques to prevent the recurrence of 
terrorist acts in Iraq according to a new logic of strategic thinking requires 
distinguishing between affiliations and terrorist organizations, that is, 
between collective and individual action. Direct military effort and deterrence 

(1) . 

The equation here is 

Indicators of local development + good governance = decline of indicators of 
extremism and terrorism. 
3- Coordination of interests is one of the most important techniques that 

strategy planners must deal with is the movement that the planner 
performs within the interest area. Confidence or persuasion of the 
counterparty of the importance of the agreement  (2) . 

One of the principles that must be present in the Iraqi national security 
strategy is the aspect that relates to the coordination of interests. It is no 
longer possible to deal with the forces surrounding Iraq by imposing goals, 
in addition to forcing others to accept the interests of Iraq requires that there 
be a return that can be made Reconciling him in comparison with the 
regional policies for Iraq. 

Coordination of interests can increase its effect in the event of an increase 
in power and be more secure, but at the same time it can be an appropriate 

                                                           
(1)Commentary of the National Security Adviser, Mr. Qassem Al-Araji, in the workshop of the 
Department of Strategy, Areas of Strategic Defense, Methodologies and Techniques, 
College of Political Science / Al-Nahrain University, on March 14, 2022. 
(2)David C. Kang, The balance of power and state interests in international relations:  South 
Korea between China and the U.S, No5, East Asia Institute, 2007, p.4 
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principle in the event of the loss of the element of sufficient power. As the 
case with water in exchange for investments in agricultural lands in the 
regions of the middle Euphrates and southern Iraq. The greater the 
exchange of interests, the greater the possibility of coordination among 
them on the basis of the actual need and appropriateness of the objectives 
of both parties. 

Thinking about the basic principles of strategic defense areas can enhance 
logical approaches regarding the employment of resources and improve the 
scopes of thinking in the options of the national security strategy and make 
it a methodology capable of unifying the scope of thinking about how the 
strategists deal with the goals related to the state and the priorities required 
by national interests according to the movement of changes in the strategic 
environment. 


