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Abstract:

Turkey adopted a new foreign policy after the Justice and Development Party
took power in 2002. Its goal is rapprochement and reorganization of political,
economic, and security relations with neighboring countries and regions close to
them.

Turkey tried to rapprochement with Arab countries and solve problems with
neighboring countries, through the policy of “zeroing problems” and following a
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harmonious diplomatic policy. Turkey took advantage of its membership in
international organizations and employed its soft power in strengthening
economic and cultural relations, and enhancing cooperation with countries to
achieve its foreign policy goals.

However, after 2011 and as a result of the Arab Spring revolutions that swept
the Arab world, its foreign policy orientations changed, as it adopted new
orientations different from its orientations before 2011 due to the impact of the
revolutions on the Turkish decision-maker’s perceptions of the nature of change,
as well as the positions and presence required to achieve Turkish interests in this
matter. Events, as Turkey differed in its positions towards each of the Arab Spring
countries, according to the nature of its interests, goals, and relations with those
countries.

Keywords: foreign policy, Turkey, Arab Spring revolutions, Arab countries.
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