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Energy Diplomacy between Soft Power and Hard Power
Dr. Hussain Shaban Lolad cpaall ac

Abstract

The subject of energy diplomacy, specifically oil and gas, falls under the
umbrella of diplomacy, which is a major component of a state's foreign policy. It is
closely intertwined with the dynamics of international politics and international
relations. Naturally, all these topics are considered as a part of political science and
interconnected with the fields of law, economics, sociology, administration,
psychology, as well as military sciences and the overall policy of the state.

In this sense, energy diplomacy is sometimes used to describe the interaction
between international relations and global trade in energy resources, however, the
debate regarding the term and its various applications continues.

If foreign policy is a reflection of a state's internal policy and the philosophy of
its political and social system, where it expresses the interests of the influential
powers, classes, and groups within it, then diplomacy serves as its branch and
executive tool to achieve the state's foreign policy as determined by political
decision-makers

Foreign policy is based on a set of principles and values adopted by the state,
which can be crystallized into plans and programs that reflect the state's behavior
toward its external environment according to the preferences of decision-makers.
This is conducted through an executive apparatus referred to as "diplomacy," which
engages in negotiation and communication with others to achieve the interests
outlined in the foreign policy.

Energy sources, particularly oil and gas, hold significant importance globally
and have begun to occupy a crucial role in diplomacy and foreign policy, especially
among major industrialized nations. First, this is due to their importance in
determining a state's strength and its regional and international standing. Second,
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they serve as a lifeline for the economy. Third, the disparities in the distribution of
the global economic system concerning energy resources have led to the emergence
of "energy diplomacy".

This aims to regulate the relationships between countries and mitigate the risks
and challenges faced by the importing nations on one side and the producing or
exporting nations on the other. This does not imply the elimination of conflict but
rather the management of it, whether through soft power or hard power.

In this context, it can be stated that energy diplomacy is sometimes used to
describe the interaction between international relations and global trade concerning
energy resources and their role in a state's foreign policy. However, the debate
surrounding the term and its applications continues. Nevertheless, it is undoubtedly
linked to geopolitics and the securing of energy resources and markets, aiming to
access foreign supplies and foster cooperation among governments in this sector.

Energy diplomacy can be considered a form of soft power based on Joseph Nye's
theory, to ensure energy security, governments and stakeholders collaborate within
a framework referred to as "energy diplomacy." This aims to secure access to energy
in alignment with the interests of various powers. At times, it is also employed to
impose a specific political agenda, sanction a state, or for other purposes.

The research addresses the geopolitics of economics as a component of foreign
policy, both during the Cold War and the subsequent ideological conflicts. Energy
diplomacy has been utilized as a form of hard power, which at times has led to wars
and armed conflicts.

Energy diplomacy can deepen its impact through interaction with other forms of
diplomacy, such as cultural diplomacy, economic diplomacy, media diplomacy,
sports diplomacy, and religious diplomacy. Additionally, public diplomacy, often
referred to as "parallel diplomacy," conducted by civil society organizations and
non-governmental organizations, which can serve as a complement to official
diplomacy. This is particularly relevant when exploring the diplomacy of others,
along with their strategies and tactics.

The research dedicates a specific section to energy diplomacy in the Middle East
under the title "The History of Oil... The History of Blood." This context has been
the catalyst for numerous wars, leading to aggression, military coups, and
authoritarian regimes in Arab countries, resulting in significant bloodshed. Where
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oil has been at the center of the conflict, and it is an integral part of the Western
strategy across all its nations, authorities, and governing ideologies

The researcher also examines international agreements since World War 1, in
which oil played a significant role, starting with the Sykes-Picot Agreement of 1916
and the Balfour Declaration of 1917, leading to the San Remo Conference of 1920
and the attempts to impose mandates on Arab countries through the League of
Nations. He concludes with three dramatic oil-related events that occurred in the
region:

The CIA orchestrated a military coup in Iran on August 18, 1953, against Prime
Minister Mohammad Mossadegh.

The tripartite aggression by Israel, the UK, and France against Egypt in 1956,
following President Gamal Abdel Nasser's nationalization of the Suez Canal, the
main route for oil tankers.

The overthrow of leader Abdul Karim Qasim on February 8, 1963, after the
enactment of Law No. 80 in 1961, which reclaimed 99.5% of the rights to exploit
Iragi land from monopolistic oil companies.

Not far from this context is the invasion of Iraq in 2003, which was a response
to the decision to nationalize oil on June 1, 1972, as well as the misinterpretations of
the previous Iraqi regime, particularly regarding the invasion of Kuwait on August
2, 1990.

All of this is framed by the researcher within a strategic theory of energy
diplomacy and its political, security, and military impacts.
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