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American Think-Tanks and their Role in Foreign Political Decision-
Making: Brookings and Carnegie as an example
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Abstract:

Research &think tanks were, and still are, essential contributors of the United States'
foreign policy-making process for more than a century. It played an important role in
many issues and crises that constituted major turning points in the foreign policy paths
of the United States of America. The number of research institutions in the United
States of America is estimated nearly two thousand. These institutions generate new

hussin.misher@copolicy.uobaghdad.edu.ig 2% Axala [ Lasbpad) a glal) 405 *
This is an open access article under the CCBY license CC BY 4.0 Deed | Attribution 4.0 International
! | Creative Common" : https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

158



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
mailto:hussin.misher@copolicy.uobaghdad.edu.iq

Sow bl L] gio 09 B ,959 WSy 0Vl juSaidly el 5SI 0 s b UL
W, I 79 >asJ|
ideas for policymaking, assess existing policies, anticipating the future, draw attention
to neglected problems, convene experts for discussion, and engage with the media.
These research centers also actively participate in supporting decision-makers and
public education about their policies. In addition, research & think tanks play the role
of mediators in crises and disputes. Much policy outreach by think tanks is done
behind the scenes in private, off-the-record briefings that are not touted publicly.
Specialists note that policymakers are always looking for the opinions of think tanks
that prove the validity of paths that have been previously determined or that have
already been taken, rather than questioning them, and they consider this a dangerous
turning point that should be taken into account in any discussion regarding the role of
research and thinking centers in foreign policy decision-making. There is also the
issue of financial support and funding that research and thinking centers receive from
various official bodies, raises widespread controversy among researchers and
specialists, and reflects different points of view about the accuracy of the
consultations and recommendations that these centers provide to decision makers. In
this research, we will attempt to study and analyze the emergence and development of
U.S. research and think tanks, and their role in American foreign political decision-
making, especially Brookings & Carnegie.

Keywords: Centers, Research, Think, Decision making, Foreign policy,
Brookings, Carnegie
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(3) Richard N. Haass, Think Tanks And U.S Foreign Policy: A Policy-Maker’s Perspective, An Electronic
Journal of The U.S. Department of State, Volume 7, Number 3, November (2002), p5; Furgan Adil JABBA &
Hussein Mezher KHALAF, Colombia: Assessing the Roles of the European Union in Conflict Resolution and
Peacebuilding, Conflict Studies Quarterly, Issue 47, April 2024, pp.3-19
(4) Donald E. Abelson, Old world, new world: the evolution and influence of foreign affairs think-tanks,
International Affairs 90: 1 (2014) 125-142.
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(1) James G. McGann, 2010 Global Go To Think Tanks Index Report, University of Pennsylvania, Scholarly
Commons, 12-1-2010. pp.1-9

(2) James G. McGann, 2018 Global Go To Think Tank Index Report, University of Pennsylvania, Scholarly
Commons, 1-2019, p.
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Source: ACCORD once again ranked in the top 100 think tanks worldwide, ACCORD,
FEBRUARY 4, 2019. Available at: https://www.accord.org.za/news/accord—once—again-
ranked—-in—the-top—100-think-tanks—-worldwide/
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(1) ADBI Retains World’s Number One Government Affiliated Think Tank Ranking, ADBI News Release | 29
January 2021. Awvailable at: https://www.adb.org/adbi/news/adbi-retains-world-number-one-government-
affiliated-think-tank-ranking
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(1) James G. McGann, Democratization and Market Reform in Developing and Transitional Countries: Think
Tanks as Catalysts, Routledge, April 10, 2015, pp.23-25; Hameed, Muntasser Majeed.,"Political structure and
the administration of political system in Iraq (post-ISIS)." Cuestiones Politicas 37, no. 65, 2020. pp.346-361.

(2) James G. McGann, The Fifth Estate: Think Tanks, Public Policy, and Governance, Brookings Institution
Press September 13, 2016, p.13;
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(1) Shaw, S. E., Russell, J., Parsons, W., & Greenhalgh, T., The view from nowhere? How think tanks work to
shape health policy. Critical Policy Studies, 9(1), 2015, p.73
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(2) D. Stone, A. Denham, & M. Garnett (Eds.). Think tanks across nations: A comparative approach.
Manchester, England: Manchester University Press. 1998, p.18

(3) D. Stone, Think tanks and policy advice in countries in transition. Paper prepared for the
Asian Development Bank Institute Symposium, Asian Development Bank. Hanoi, 31st August 2005, pp.2-4
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(3) McGann, James G, 2017 Global Go To Think Tank Index, TTCSP Global Go To Think Tank Index Reports,
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(1) The New America Foundation falls into a familiar trap, The Economist, Sep 7th 2017.

(2) Stein, Jeff, "Sanders proposes canceling entire $1.6 trillion in U.S. student loan debt, escalating Democratic
policy battle". The Washington Post, June 24, 2019; DeParle, Jason, "Next Generation of Conservatives (By the
Dormful)". The New York Times, June 14, 2005; Groseclose, Tim; Milyo, Jeffrey, "A Measure of Media Bias”.
The Quarterly Journal of Economics. 120 (4): November 2005, pp.1191-1237.
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(3) Critchlow, Donald T. “Robert S. Brookings: The Man, the Vision and the Institution.” The Review of
Politics 46, no. 4, 1984, pp.561-581
(4) About Brookings: Quality. Independence. Impact., Brookings, Friday, APRIL 30, 2010. Available:
https://web.archive.org/web/20100430053631/http://www.brookings.edu/about.aspx
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Center for Strategic and International Studies
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(1) Our History, Carnegie Corporation of New York. Avilable at: https://www.carnegie.org/about/our-history/
(2) Ibid.

(3) The Story of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Carnegie Endowment For International
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(2) David Walter Eakins, The Development of Corporate Liberal Policy Research in the United States, 1885—

1965, Doctoral dissertation, University of Wisconsin, 1966, p146.
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(1) Lawrence Shoup and William Minter, Imperial Brain Trust, New York: Monthly Review Press, 1977, P.34;
Robert Cox, ‘Gramsci, Hegemony and International Relations’, in Stephen Gill (ed.), Gramsci, Historical
Materialism and International Relations, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993, P.172

(2) David Walter Eakins, Op.cit.p.149

(3) Nicholas Murray Butler, Across the Busy Years, New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1939, p. 90

(4) Robert Divine, Second Chance: The Triumph of Internationalism in America During World War 11, New
York: Atheneum, 1967, p.23
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(1) Nicholas Murray Butler, Op.cit. p.96

(2) Robert Divine, Op.cit. p.21; Nicholas Murray Butler, Op.cit. p.91; John Greco, A Foundation for
Internationalism: The CEIP, 1931-1941, Doctoral dissertation, Syracuse University, 1971, pp. 26—7.
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(1) John Greco, A Foundation for Internationalism: The CEIP, 1931-1941, Doctoral dissertation, Syracuse
University, 1971, p.25
138 Jat et U5 (a) Benal) iy (pentss 25 On USpal Lids IS (1955 5152 23 = 1871 Lyl 2) Jla UinsS o

Ly $ls cplSilE a5 8 (1944-1933) Ll 11 5aad Cacaial)
(2) Letter, Hull to Butler, 30 November 1939. Avilable at: https://hec.Irfoundation.org.uk/archive-
library/documents/Irf-pun-wr_corcy 19191939-0022-I; Letter, Malcolm W. Davis to Butler, 21 June 1943.
Avilable at:
(3) Parmar, Inderjeet. “Engineering Consent: The Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and the
Mobilization of American Public Opinion, 1939-1945.” Review of International Studies, vol. 26, no. 1, 2000,
pp. 35-48.
(4) Mark V. Nadel and Francis E. Rourke, ‘Bureaucracies,” in Fred 1. Greenstein and Nelson W. Polsby (eds.),
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(1) Inderjeet Parmar, Engineering consent: the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and the
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(2) Inderjeet Parmar, Op.cit. p.38

(3) Ibid. p.41
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