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The Theory of “Contraction and Expansion” in Contemporary Iranian

Political Thought (Abd al-Karim Soroush as a Model)
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Abstract:

This research aims to present the theory of (Contraction and Expansion) as
developed by the Iranian reformist thinker, Abdolkarim Soroush. The theory
views the religious text as a dynamic text possessing historical characteristics that
allow it to be open to the nature of the age and the development witnessed in
various scientific, intellectual, and humanistic fields. The study takes into
consideration the array of challenges facing this modernizing, reformist endeavor
towards religious understanding within the context of the clash with the structure
of Iranian society. This clearly highlights the nature of the dialectical struggle
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revolving around science and reason, or tradition and renewal, within the
framework of Iranian society.

20 20J1 (Gl Y Saw o] ubaiidl (O "luwdly Loudd]" & ki

The sensitivity of such a proposal stems from its dimensions that transcend the

field of religious knowledge to directly impact the political structure, given its
organic fusion with the religious dimension. This necessitated shedding light on
the set of impediments or challenges that confront various reformist proposals for
religious understanding in a society like Iran, across political, social, intellectual,
and cultural levels, and clarifying their motives and effects. Abd olkarim Soroush
is considered one of the Iranian thinkers who advocate for a historical and
humanistic understanding of the religious text in light of the current human
condition of society, moving away from the traditional understanding
characterized by insularity and the sanctification of the ancient as an enclosed
taboo that is not open to review, evaluation, or critique

Keywords: contraction and expansion, Political thought/theory, Iran, Abd

olkarim Soroush.
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