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 قواعد النشر
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The United States' approach to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict under the 

Donald Trump administration 

 

   Surad Hassan Rahim(1)                                                        Nashwan Jabbar Kadhim(2)  

 

Abstract 

This research sheds light on US policies toward the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 

under the administration of President Donald Trump, who served as the 45th 

President of the United States from 2017 to 2021 and is currently serving as the 

47th President, assuming office on January 20, 2025, following his victory in the 

2024 presidential election. 

The study concludes that the Trump administration adopted a different approach 

from the traditional US policy toward the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. This shift 

was embodied in Trump's adoption of a series of decisions, measures, and 

initiatives that reshaped the conflict, based on a clear and explicit bias in favor 

of Israel, disregarding the principles of international law, the international 

community, and legitimate international resolutions, and at the expense of the 

rights of the Palestinian people and their right to self-determination. 

 

Keywords: Donald Trump administration, Israeli-Palestinian conflict, US 

foreign policy, continued support for Israel . 

 

Introduction 

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict represents one of the most complex and 

persistent conflicts in international politics due to its political, historical and 

religious dimensions, which made it a permanent focus of attention for the major 

powers, foremost of which is the United States of America, which played an 

active and important role in managing this conflict since its inception, which 

ranged from its role as a political mediator on the one hand and providing the 

necessary and continuous support to Israel on the other hand, and in a way that 

contributes to protecting Israel's regional and international interests and trends in 

the Middle East region. 

And with Donald Trump's assumption of the presidency of the United States of 

America, the American approach to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has witnessed 

fundamental and unprecedented shifts represented in adopting more pro-Israel 

policies, as Trump began during his first term from (2017 to 2021) to implement 

his policies in a number of resolutions and measures that targeted issues that 

represent the essence of the Palestinian issue, foremost of which is the 
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recognition of Jerusalem as a unified and eternal capital of Israel, considering 

this decision the beginning of a new approach to the conflict, the transfer of the 

American embassy to Jerusalem, and the suspension of financial and 

humanitarian aid provided to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 

Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), as well as the closure of the PLO office in 

Washington, but the most dangerous aspect of Trump's policy is the presentation 

of what was known as the US peace plan or the deal of the century at the end of 

December 20200, where it represents an American attempt to redefine and 

manage the conflict according to a special security and economic vision, which 

was developed in full coordination with the agreements, in full, which Trump 

contributed to the signing of the agreements the Brahimi agreement which 

enabled Israel to normalise relations with four Arab countries without requiring 

that the Palestinian issue be resolved first  .  

And with his inauguration as president of the United States for the second time 

at the beginning of 2025, and in the midst of the Israeli war on Gaza, the 

American foreign policy witnessed a deep strategic shift towards more 

comprehensive support for Israel diplomatically, militarily and politically. In 

light of the ongoing Israeli war in Gaza, Trump proposed the 2025 plan, which 

was considered one of the most prominent American political initiatives, which 

reflected the shift in Washington's approach to the conflict from the traditional 

mediation policy to the approach of conflict management, as well as the 

imposition of settlements . 

Search objective : 

The research aims to study the approach and policy of the President (Donald 

Trump) towards the Israeli-Palestinian conflict by identifying and analysing the 

content of this policy and revealing the set of decisions and measures adopted by 

Trump under his first and second terms . 

Importance of research : 

1- The importance of this research lies in the central position occupied by the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict on the international scene, and the importance of the 

study increases with the fundamental shifts that took place in the US foreign 

policy towards this conflict during the Trump presidency, which represented a 

departure from the traditional role of the United States . 

2-Trying to understand and highlight the unilateral decisions adopted by 

President Trump under his first and second terms and understanding the 

repercussions of these decisions, which harmed the interests of the Palestinians 

and fully adopted the preservation of Israeli interests. 

The research problem : 

The research problem lies in the following questions: 

What is the nature of the decisions and actions adopted by the Trump 

administration during its first and second terms regarding the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict? Did these decisions represent a break from the approach of previous 

U.S. administrations, or did they extend those policies? 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
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The research hypothesis : 

This research is based on the following hypothesis: Donald Trump was a 

milestone among the presidents of the United States of America and is 

considered the most supportive of Israel and sympathetic to its Zionist project by 

following a racist impulsive policy and adopting a set of decisions and measures 

aimed at providing the necessary and explicit support to Israel politically, 

diplomatically and militarily, ignoring the rights of the Palestinian people and 

marginalising their role . 

Research methodology 

The analytical descriptive approach was used, as this approach is suitable for the 

research topic, as it helps monitor the most prominent decisions and measures 

taken by Trump towards the issue of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict . 

Structure of research : 

Since the US president is the one who determines the general orientations and 

principles of foreign policy, the research was divided so that it deals with the 

first topic: Trump's policy towards the Israeli-Palestinian conflict under his first 

term (2017-2021), and the second topic dealt with President Donald Trump's 

policy under his second term, starting from 2025 . 

 

Section I : 

President Donald Trump's policy towards the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 

during his first term (2017-2021) 

 The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is one of the most complex conflicts in 

international relations in general and in the Middle East in particular, due to the 

multitude of variables that influence it, giving it a distinctive character compared 

to other international conflicts. However, the policy of the United States of 

America has been clearly biased towards Israel, through proposals and 

initiatives that seek to achieve Israeli interests on the one hand and undermine 

and marginalise the rights of the Palestinian people on the other. It is worth 

noting that the fundamental characteristics of US policy towards the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict, pursued by both Democratic and Republican presidents, 

show little variation in their positions towards this conflict, with a clear bias 

towards Israel being the main common feature among them. Israel has remained 

the cornerstone of US foreign policy towards the Middle East. Successive US 

administrations have therefore dealt with this conflict from the perspective of 

Israeli interests and from the standpoint of managing the conflict rather than 

resolving it, thereby ignoring the Palestinians' right to self-determination. These 

administrations continued their unconditional and full support for Israel with the 

same content and approach until US President Donald Trump adopted the 

extreme right-wing agenda in its entirety (Abdul Qader, 2022, p. 56). 

Trump had previously expressed both sides of the argument during his election 

campaign, promising himself as the person qualified to achieve peace between 

the Palestinians and Israelis. In March 2015, he claimed that he would be neutral 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
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between the two sides and said that achieving peace depended on whether Israel 

wanted to reach a deal or make concessions, which angered American Jews. 

However, he quickly changed his views and adopted the extreme right-wing 

Israeli agenda when he gave a speech at the annual conference of the American 

Israel Public Affairs Committee, in which he affirmed that once he became 

president, Israelis would no longer be treated as second-class citizens. He also 

pledged to move the US embassy to Jerusalem and said he would oppose any 

attempt to impose the will of the United Nations on Israel, accusing the 

international organisation of not being a friend to Tel Aviv (Zaytuna Centre for 

Studies and Consultancy, 2022, p. 6-7). 

Trump told the Daily Mail newspaper in 2016 that neutrality is not possible and 

that Israel must continue building settlements in the West Bank. He sharply 

criticised former President Barack Obama for not using his veto against a UN 

Security Council resolution condemning Israeli settlements. However, what is 

more dangerous than Trump's statements are his campaign officials, aides, and 

candidates for key positions in his administration, many of whom are staunch 

supporters of Israel and its extreme right-wing policies, including Gingrich, 

former Speaker of the US House of Representatives, who said that the 

Palestinian people are a dysfunctional people, as well as John Bolton and Rod 

Lattan, who are known for their blind support for Israel, in addition to his 

deputy, Mike Pence, who rivals even the most extreme Israelis in his extremism 

(Al-Masry, 2016). 

 Through this, it can be said that Trump does not want the United Nations 

to have a specific role in determining the form of settlement between the two 

parties. This means that the issues of Jerusalem, borders and refugees are left to 

negotiation between Israel and the Palestinian Authority, i.e. to the bilateral 

balance of power, which gave the initial impression that the decision was to 

grant Israel what it wants and to exert pressure on the Palestinian side to achieve 

the greatest possible gains for the Israeli side. Through analysing Trump's 

positions during his election campaign, we found that they changed radically 

from talk of neutrality to a complete reversal, represented by the transfer of the 

US embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem and absolute support for Israel. His 

support did not change after his victory and assumption of the presidency of the 

United States of America. In his first presidential speech, Trump ignored the 

Palestinian issue, giving the initial impression that he was giving his full support 

to Israel, enabling it to achieve its goals regarding settlements, recognising 

Jerusalem as the capital of the Jewish state, and marginalising Palestinian rights 

while holding them responsible for the failure of the peace process (Ismail, 

2025, p. 429). 

However, this disregard did not last long, as Trump quickly stated that Israel is 

our great friend and the only true model of democracy in the Middle East. 

Trump has repeatedly declared that previous policies did not sufficiently support 

Israel, and it appears from his speech that he values military strength as an 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
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important asset for American security policy. American security. On the other 

hand, Trump emphasised in his election programme that a two-state solution is 

the easiest way to achieve peace between the Palestinians and Israelis. He 

believes that the United States should limit its role in the negotiations to that of a 

facilitator. In this context, he criticised the role of the United Nations, its 

weakness and inefficiency, and stressed that the solution must come through 

negotiations between the two parties, rejecting the idea of imposing a solution 

through the United Nations and affirming that he would use his veto against any 

solution adopted by the Security Council. However, he later reversed his 

previous position and affirmed that his administration is not bound by the two-

state solution as the basis for resolving the conflict between Palestinians and 

Israelis, and that he is open to other options if they lead to peace (Dekhakhena, 

2018: p. 172). 

The Trump administration has made many decisions that have harmed the 

Palestinian cause, including the following: 

  

First: Moving the embassy to Jerusalem 

The issue of Jerusalem is one of the most complex issues in the Palestinian-

Israeli conflict , given the historical and religious symbolism of the city, which 

is not limited to Islam but also includes Judaism and Christianity. Israel has 

consistently insisted that a united Jerusalem is the eternal capital of the Jewish 

people, and this issue has occupied most of its diplomatic activity. Israel has 

been keen to obstruct the reaching of a final solution to this issue since the 

signing of the Oslo Accords in 1993 (Hakurabi Centre for Contemporary 

Studies, 2017, p. 2). 

During the election campaign, Trump delivered a speech before AIPAC , one of 

the most powerful lobby groups in the US Congress, pledging to move the US 

embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. He also emphasised that the United States 

would provide the necessary support to the State of Israel and criticised Barack 

Obama's policies of pressuring US allies and the Palestinians to sit down at the 

negotiating table, saying that the relationship between us and Israel will not be 

broken, and that everyone must accept Israel as a state that will remain forever 

(Abu Amasha, 2020, p. 274). 

 

Immediately after his inauguration as President of the United States on 6 

December 2017, and on the centenary of the Balfour Declaration, Trump 

announced his recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and instructed the 

US State Department to begin the process of moving the US embassy to 

Jerusalem (Mahmoud, 2019, p. 163).  

Trump gave three reasons to justify his decision: first, that Israel is a sovereign 

state and has the right to determine its capital like any other sovereign state; 

second, that his decision to recognise Jerusalem is in fact a necessary and 

fundamental condition for achieving peace between the Palestinians and Israelis; 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
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The third reason is that 70 years ago, under President Harry Truman, the United 

States recognised the State of Israel, and since then Israel has made Jerusalem 

the capital of the Jewish people (Qasim, 2018, p. 1). 

Trump's recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel embodies a political 

stance that represents a break with and violation of six decades of US policy 

towards Jerusalem. On 23 October 1995, Congress, with a majority of members 

from both parties, adopted the Jerusalem Embassy Act, which stipulated that the 

US embassy be moved from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem by 31 May 1999. not later 

than 31 May 1999. However, this law contains a provision allowing the US 

president to sign a six-month exemption if he deems it necessary to protect US 

security and national interests. 

Most candidates for the US presidency have declared their commitment to 

moving the embassy to Jerusalem during their election campaigns, but once 

elected, they have avoided fulfilling this promise, recognising that it is a 

decision that violates international law and legitimacy and that it will ignite the 

Middle East (Jouida, 2020, p. 86). 

 

Second: 

 On 2 August 2018, the US administration cut all aid to the Palestinian people, 

including direct and indirect aid. On 3 August 2018, Washington cut all aid to 

the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees 

UNRWA, amounting to approximately $365 million, after freezing 

approximately $300 million in January of the same year, which caused a major 

financial crisis for the agency and halted support for hospitals in Jerusalem. On 

7 September, the US State Department announced that it would withhold $25 

million that was supposed to be provided as aid to six Palestinian hospitals in 

Jerusalem. On 11 October, the US administration closed the PLO office in 

Washington after Washington issued an official notification to the Palestinian 

leadership on 10 September of the same year (Kamel, 2024, p. 8). It also closed 

all PLO bank accounts. On 16 September, the US administration expelled the 

Palestinian ambassador, Husam Zomlot, and his family from the country. On 18 

October, the Trump administration merged its consulate in Jerusalem 

(considered the channel of communication with the Palestinians) with its 

embassy in the city (considered the channel of communication with the Israelis) 

(Al Jazeera, 2020). 

 

Third: The Deal of the Century  

US President Donald Trump and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

announced the Trump Deal, or what is known as the Deal of the Century, at the 

end of January 2020 in the absence of the Palestinian side. It included his vision 

for peace and a solution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. The deal consists of 

181 pages addressing the most prominent issues in the Palestinian-Israeli 
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conflict, such as Jerusalem, security, refugees, settlements, the Palestinian 

economy, borders and sovereignty. 

 

The political aspect of the deal: 

The political aspect of the proposed deal includes the following: 

1: The proposed Palestinian state, which is characterised by the following: 

A. The establishment of a Palestinian state comprising parts of the Gaza Strip, 

the West Bank and East Jerusalem. 

B. The deal calls for a four-year timeframe for the establishment of a 

demilitarised Palestinian state (Werfelli, 2022, p. 10) and the prevention of any 

armed organisations from existing. 

C. The capital of the Palestinian state will be in the suburbs of East Jerusalem, 

where the United States will establish its embassy, while Jerusalem will be a 

unified city and the capital of Israel. 

C. There will be no return to the 1967 borders, and the Palestinian state will 

remain without borders, on condition that: (Zaytuna Centre for Studies and 

Consultancy, 2022, p. 22). 

- The Jewishness of the Jewish state is recognised and efforts are made to 

combat terrorism. 

- Israel will assume full responsibility for the external security of the Palestinian 

state, including border crossings. 

- Israel will retain the right to enter Palestinian territory to ensure that it does not 

pose a threat to their existence. 

- Israel will retain the right to control the airspace and electromagnetic spectrum 

of the Palestinian state. 

- Recognition of Israel's sovereignty over the Jordan Valley, which constitutes 

30% of the West Bank. 

- The State of Palestine shall not have the right to establish an airport or seaport, 

and territorial waters shall remain under Israeli control. 

- The promised Palestinian state shall resist the Iranian threat, Hamas and the 

Islamic State. 

- The Palestinian state must commit to not joining any international institution 

without the approval of the State of Israel and to not filing any legal action 

against Israel in the International Court of Justice or the International Criminal 

Court (Abdullah, 2023, pp. 136-137).  

 

2-Security  

The Deal of the Century stipulates Israeli security control over all border 

crossings, as well as demanding the complete disarmament of the Palestinian 

state so that it does not have an army, enabling Israel to continue its war against 

terrorism and incitement against it. In addition, it makes the Gaza Strip a 

demilitarised zone, which eliminates one of the most important elements for the 

establishment of a sovereign Palestinian state. The Deal of the Century also 
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considers the Jordan Valley to be an area of great importance to Israel and 

therefore must remain under Israeli sovereignty as an area of utmost strategic 

importance to Israel (Shir, 2020, p. 7). 

3- Refugees: 

The issue of Palestinian refugees has been linked to that of Jewish refugees, with 

reference to Israel's so-called right to compensation for the property of its 

emigrants. The solution proposed by the Deal of the Century with regard to 

Palestinian refugees is as follows: 

- Some of the refugees will be absorbed by the Palestinian state. 

- Some of them will be integrated into the countries where they currently reside. 

- The rest will be resettled in a number of Islamic countries that are members of 

the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation. 

- The Gaza Strip will be expanded to improve living conditions by annexing 

neighbouring areas in the Negev and establishing industrial projects and 

facilities to absorb part of the population density in the Gaza Strip (Abdul Hay, 

2019). 

4-Israeli sovereignty over settlements 

The most important and dangerous elements included in the Deal of the Century 

are Israel's continued control over the northern Dead Sea and the Jordan Valley, 

which it considers part of the Greater Israel project, in addition to any part or 

area where Israel has built settlements, including the occupied East Jerusalem. 

Jared Kushner, the US adviser responsible for the Deal of the Century, has 

stated that the US administration hopes the settlements in the West Bank will be 

annexed after the Israeli elections scheduled for March 2020, as an agreement 

has been reached with the Israeli government to establish a committee 

specialised in preparing maps showing the geographical territory of the State of 

Israel, especially since the deal included areas that were under Jordanian control 

in 1949 and which Israel retained for military reasons. The Deal of the Century 

also included redrawing Israel's borders to make the Triangle communities part 

of Israeli territory, reflecting the settlement and expansion policy adopted by the 

authors of the Deal of the Century (Al-Eid and Qanfouz, 2021, p. 437). 

4-Israeli sovereignty over settlements 

The economic aspect of the deal of the century: 

The main gateway through which the United States can push through Israeli 

projects is political money, as confirmed by Jared Kushner , advisor to President 

Trump, who stated that the real terms of the agreement are between Palestine 

and Israel, but that this economic deal includes a series of huge investments that 

also involve the Egyptian and Jordanian peoples. He emphasised that the United 

States, through its economic proposal, seeks to create a political climate, 

sometimes through enticement and sometimes through threats, to push Arab and 

Palestinian countries to accept its measures and policies, ultimately leading to a 

political settlement that would be the last resort for the Palestinians to end the 

conflict with Israel (Salah, 2020, p. 26). 
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We can summarise the economic aspects of the Deal of the Century in the 

following points: 

- Making peace and accepting its plans a way to attract investment and money to 

the region. 

- At the Manama conference, Jared Kushner offered an estimated $25 billion to 

the Palestinians and a similar amount to Jordan, Lebanon and Egypt over a 

period of ten years to cover the expenses of the countries hosting Palestinian 

refugees for their resettlement and to prevent their return. 

- Supported improvement of economic resources in the Gaza Strip and the West 

Bank. 

- The establishment of a $5 billion travel corridor connecting the Gaza Strip and 

the West Bank via Israel, with the construction of a railway line and a main 

road. 

- Working to secure trade opportunities, increase exports and grow foreign 

investment in the West Bank, Gaza, Egypt and Jordan (Amroush and Taleb, 

2021, p. 781). 

 

Fourth: Normalisation of relations between Israel and Arab countries: 

Trump pursued a new approach to establishing relations between Arab countries 

and Israel in order to maintain peace and security in the Middle East. He 

attempted to normalise relations between the two sides by concluding a series of 

agreements that previous US administrations had been unable to reach. Trump 

was able to mediate the normalisation of relations between Israel and the United 

Arab Emirates and Bahrain. This is considered the first agreement between an 

Arab country and Israel since the peace treaty signed between Israel and Jordan 

on 26 November 1994, which laid the foundation for achieving and 

strengthening regional peace and was considered a historic achievement in 

maintaining peace in the Middle East for 25 years. 25 years. According to the 

American vision, this agreement will establish diplomatic relations between the 

two sides and open new horizons for cooperation in various sectors, such as 

education and health, and more importantly, finance and business, thereby 

improving and enhancing economic growth for both countries and the Middle 

East region as a whole. Trump expressed his enthusiasm for this agreement and 

considered it an important step towards achieving peace and security between 

Israel and Palestine (Ahmed, 2025, p. 627). 

 

 On 23 October 2020, the Republic of Sudan became the third country to 

normalise relations with Israel under the auspices of the Trump administration. 

What made this peace agreement practical and unique was its economic nature, 

with the US Secretary of State saying, ‘The Sudanese people have the right to 

build their economy and establish democratic institutions.’ In a related context, 

the United States mediated a peace agreement between Morocco and Israel on 

11 December 2020, in which the two parties agreed to normalise diplomatic 
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relations between them. This agreement highlighted the mutual economic 

benefits, taking into account Israeli security, and that expanding the Abraham 

Accords to include other countries will enhance Israel's security while deepening 

economic relations and improving the lives of the peoples of the region. This 

agreement will enable Morocco to strengthen its relations with the Moroccan 

Jewish community in Israel. On 10 December 2020, the United States 

recognised Morocco's sovereignty over the disputed territory of Western Sahara. 

In short, the economic factor plays an important and decisive role in the 

normalisation of relations between Israel and Arab countries, as promoted by 

Trump B (Kaiaa, 2021, p. 62). 

It can be said that Trump's policy towards the Palestinian-Israeli conflict has 

gone through two stages: The first phase consisted of a series of decisions aimed 

at putting pressure on the Palestinians at the official and popular levels with the 

intention of blackmailing and pressuring them on issues that cannot be 

compromised, such as the Palestinian state, Jerusalem, and the legalisation of 

settlements that are considered illegal under international law, as well as 

imposing a policy of fait accompli. Trump also rejected any solution to the 

Palestinian issue based on UN resolutions, exploiting the internal division 

among Palestinians, the fragmentation of the Arab world, and the lack of 

consensus on many issues, such as normalising relations with Israel. In contrast, 

Trump avoids exerting any pressure on Israel to abandon its policies towards the 

Palestinian people, such as building the separation wall, expanding settlements, 

and imposing a blockade on Palestine. At this stage, he has attempted to prepare 

Arab and Palestinian countries for the second stage, which was represented by 

Trump's announcement of the deal of the century. This deal showed Trump's 

abandonment of the management of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, as his 

predecessors did, and his move towards ending this conflict comprehensively at 

the expense of the rights of the Palestinian people and their legitimate demands. 

This represented, in essence, a withdrawal from any commitment to the peace 

talks and the Oslo Accords, as his decisions and principles were formulated in a 

way that met all of Israel's political and security demands, thereby liquidating 

the Palestinian cause (Al-Sardi, 2025, p. 5). 

And the Trump administration has moved away from the common approach 

adopted by previous administrations in three basic aspects, first: halting its 

commitment to the Oslo agreement, and this is clearly evident in Washington's 

recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, despite the US State 

Department's signing of the Oslo agreement, which considered the city of 

Jerusalem as an area of international status , The second aspect is the US 

administration's support for a political solution in accordance with the Israeli 

vision by starting the process of normalising relations between Israel and the 

Arab countries as a gateway to resolving the conflict between Palestine and 

Israel. The third aspect is waging an economic war on Palestine by cutting off 

humanitarian and financial aid to it, which led to the deterioration of the 
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economic conditions of the Palestinian people in an unprecedented way. It is 

clear that the Trump administration was heavily biassed towards Israel, which 

lost the role of the United States as a neutral mediator in the peace process , . 

   

 

Section  II: 

President Donald Trump's Policy Towards the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 

During His Second Term Starting in 2025 

 

Trump did not try to change the general approach of American foreign policy 

that he followed in his first term during his second term, where his foreign 

policy still echoes the slogan "America First." But the difference lies in the fact 

that reality has changed, as Trump has turned this slogan into a tangible reality 

that the world experiences with all its arrogance, superiority, marginalisation of 

others, and a return to imperialistic tendencies, albeit with modern methods and 

more dangerous and complex tools. The Trump administration, under his second 

term, sought to impose a unilateral narrative, marginalise the role of 

international institutions and allies, and reshape interests based on the logic of 

power rather than legitimacy and independence. 

The foreign policy of Trump's second administration is based on three pillars: 

First: The slogan "America First" has become a comprehensive perspective that 

sees the United States standing against the entire world. Second: America is 

being exploited by both adversaries and allies alike, and therefore, this matter 

must be corrected by signing new agreements that are more beneficial to the 

United States. Third: Using escalation as a tool for negotiation (Abdeljawad, 

2025). 

During his election campaign, Trump confirmed his intention to achieve a 

strategic partnership with Israel, viewing it as a revival of his Middle East policy 

from his first term. Trump made comprehensive promises during his election 

campaign at the press conference of the Republican Jewish Coalition, stating, "I 

will work with Israel to ensure its survival with us for thousands of years." He 

also announced necessary measures to combat anti-Semitism in all American 

universities and took a clear stance on the war in Gaza (Rimmel, 2025, p.9). 

 

Since taking office for his second term in 2025, Trump has expressed his strong 

support for Israel, describing himself as Israel's best friend. He stated during his 

speech before the Israeli Council in Washington on December 19, 2024, that he 

would make Israel great again and that he would be a defender and protector of 

the Israelis. He regularly pointed out that he is the best friend American Jews 

have, noting that this election is the most important in Israel's history, and if he 

does not win, Israel will be in trouble and wiped off the map (Katoulis & 

Masthoff, 2025, p. 464). 464). 

From this perspective, Trump shaped his foreign policy towards the Al-Aqsa 
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flood and the Israeli aggression on Gaza. The Trump administration adopted a 

contradictory approach, especially in dealing with the Gaza and West Bank 

issues. Initially, Trump attempted to broker a truce between Hamas and the 

Israelis, but the Trump administration soon abandoned this approach, granting 

Israel near-absolute freedom to continue its military operations. This 

contradiction led to the administration's failure to achieve its goals of defeating 

Hamas and recovering the hostages. On the other hand, the Trump 

administration clearly reinforced its supportive stance towards Israel by lifting 

sanctions on settlers and removing the ban on military weapon shipments, 

ignoring international legitimacy decisions. Additionally, Trump threatened to 

seize Gaza and turn it into the "Riviera of the Middle East" by displacing its 

residents (Abdel Jawad, 2025). 

 

The policy of the United States during the second term of President Donald 

Trump witnessed a profound strategic shift, characterised by more 

comprehensive American support for Israel politically, diplomatically, and 

militarily compared to the approach adopted by the previous president, Joe 

Biden. The Trump administration not only enhanced Israel's defensive 

capabilities but also attempted to legitimise Israel's expansionist policies and 

reshape the regional landscape in a way that serves Israel's interests at the 

expense of the Palestinians (Abdel-Aati, 2025, p. 76). 76). 

Additionally, one of the most prominent statements and decisions that Trump 

adopted during his second presidency was his attempt to promote his 

achievements in the Abraham Accords, claiming that the agreements reached 

during his first term in 2020 to normalise relations between Israel and the 

Maghreb, Bahrain, Sudan, and the United Arab Emirates would be expanded to 

include other countries. Trump confirmed in an interview with Al Arabiya on 

October 20, 2025, that true and lasting peace would happen soon and asserted 

that the war between Hamas and Israel would not have started if he had been 

president. He reiterated that concluding the Abraham Accords and involving 

everyone was one of his priorities in this term (Katoulis & Masthoff, 2025, p. 

466). 

 

Among the most prominent features and directions of American policy 

under the second Trump administration: 

1- The continuation of absolute support for Israel is clearly evident through 

Trump's appointment of former Arkansas Governor (Mike Huckabee) as 

ambassador to Tel Aviv. He is a conservative politician and a close friend of 

Israel, known for his explicit and clear support for Israeli settlement in the West 

Bank and the two-state solution. This appointment represents a clear 

embodiment of Trump's vision aimed at resolving, liquidating, and ending the 

Palestinian issue, as well as eliminating hopes for the establishment of a 

Palestinian state. It appears that through this appointment, the United States will 
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not only provide diplomatic support but will also enhance its economic and 

military support for Israel (Saad, 2024, p.2). 

 

Moreover, Trump's second term has seen the appointment of officials who 

strongly support extreme right-wing Israeli policies, reinforcing an American 

approach aligned with the ideological trends of Netanyahu's government. These 

officials endorse Israel's sovereignty over the occupied territories and reject the 

idea of a Palestinian state. For example, Trump appointed Republican Senator 

Marco Rubio as Secretary of State, a strong supporter of Israel who opposes the 

idea of ending the war on Gaza until Israel can eliminate all of Hamas, stating, 

"These people are savage animals."Trump also chose (Pete Hegseth) for the 

position of Secretary of Defence, who is one of the officers of the Iraq 

occupation, where his positions are confirmed by the tattoos on his chest, 

including his belief that God granted Israel this land. Even more extreme than 

him is (Steve Witkoff), Trump's envoy to the Middle East. Trump also chose 

Republican Representative (Elise Stefanik) to be the United States Ambassador 

to the United Nations, who described the UN as a "swamp of anti-Semitism" due 

to the organization's condemnation of the killings in Gaza (Al-Hazil, undated). 

 

2-Militarily: During Trump's second administration, the security and military 

alliance between Israel and the United States witnessed an exceptional and 

qualitative development, which was manifested in providing military support to 

Israel in its war against Iran, which lasted 12 days. This involvement was 

highlighted by Washington supplying Tel Aviv with intelligence information, 

logistical support, accelerating the transfer of weapons, ammunition, and spare 

parts for the air defence system, and ensuring Israel's military superiority in the 

Middle East. President Trump also ordered extensive airstrikes against three 

Iranian nuclear facilities: Natanz, Fordow, and Isfahan (Abdel-Aty, 2025, p. 76).  

On February 7, 2025, the administration of U.S. President Donald Trump 

announced that the U.S. Congress approved new military aid to Israel just days 

after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's visit to Washington. The aid 

package, worth $7.4 billion, included GBU-39/B bombs valued at $6.75 billion, 

MK-82 bombs, and JDAM guidance kits. The U.S. State Department also 

approved a $660 million deal to sell approximately 2,000 AGM-114 Hellfire air-

to-ground missiles to Israel. Trump announced that his administration released a 

shipment of MK-84 bombs that had been held up by the Biden administration. 

Netanyahu, alongside Trump, stated, "Thanks to our alliance and your support, 

we are stronger than ever before" (Szuba, 2025). 

And also, a $7 million arms sale deal was approved, and according to the senior 

Democrat on the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Representative Gregory 

Meeks, this deal was made without congressional approval (Liebermann, 

Bertrand, 2025). 
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3- Trump also revealed during a press conference held on February 4, 2025, 

with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, the United States' intention to 

occupy the Gaza Strip as part of a comprehensive plan to transform Gaza into 

the "Riviera" of the Middle East for extensive reconstruction. The United States 

will be responsible for removing all unexploded bombs and other weapons, 

clearing tens of millions of tonnes of rubble, demolishing destroyed buildings, 

and relocating and displacing Palestinians to other countries, with the assurance 

that Jordan and Egypt will eventually agree to this, which was welcomed by 

Netanyahu, And this plan proposed by Trump did not come out of nowhere; it is 

the natural result of American policies and the policies of his predecessor 

(Biden) that laid the foundation for this plan due to his disregard for all Israeli 

transgressions and his neglect of the Palestinian people's demands. This plan 

also aligns with the inclinations of Israeli leaders who have repeatedly pledged 

to flatten Gaza and turn it into a tent city. This scene of agreement reflects the 

United States' strongly pro-Israel policy (Shaheen, 2025, p. 2). 

In statements made by Jared Kushner, Trump's son-in-law and the U.S. policy 

official towards the Middle East during Trump's first administration, he said that 

Gaza's waterfront could be of great value and did not hesitate to call for the 

expulsion and displacement of Palestinians in the Gaza Strip to the Negev 

Desert and Egypt, followed by its cleansing. The greatest danger in Kushner's 

statements, who has significant influence and impact on Trump, is his assertion 

that Gaza was historically uninhabited as it resulted from a war. This was 

echoed by Trump when he was a presidential candidate in a radio interview 

conducted in October 2024, stating that the Gaza Strip could be one of the best 

places in the world, but the Palestinians failed to exploit its coastal location on 

the Mediterranean Sea. He added that Gaza could be better than Monaco due to 

its strategic location in the Middle East , It is noteworthy that both Trump and 

his son-in-law Kushner, as well as his envoy to the Middle East (Steve Witkoff), 

work in the field of business and real estate. Therefore, they view Gaza as a real 

estate deal, with the aim of investing in it not for the sake of the people of 

Palestine but for other clients, as the residents of Gaza will not return to it but 

will be resettled outside their homeland (Arab Center for Research and Policy 

Studies, 2025, p. 201). 201). 

All parliamentary blocs and Israeli parties welcomed Trump's plans to displace 

the Palestinians and control Gaza, which Netanyahu described as wonderful 

plans that should be studied and implemented. He left Washington after 

obtaining Trump's approval for all the demands of the far-right in his 

government, who strongly advocate and support the collective displacement of 

Palestinians from Gaza. Meanwhile, the Israeli Finance Minister (Bezalel 

Smotrich) stated that we will work and will be able to bury the idea of a 

Palestinian state permanently. On the Palestinian side, (Mahmoud Abbas) 

rejected Trump's statements calling for the seizure of Gaza, affirming that the 
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land of Palestine belongs to the Palestinians and that the Palestinian people will 

not give up their land, homeland, and rights (Aql, 2025). 

 

On June 4, 2025, the United States exercised its veto power against a UN 

Security Council draft resolution calling for an immediate, permanent, and 

unconditional ceasefire between Hamas and Israel in Gaza, as well as the lifting 

of the blockade and ensuring the unhindered delivery of aid to Gaza. This draft 

was approved by the 14 other member states of the Security Council, but the 

United States was the only opposing member. The reason stated by Washington, 

through the acting U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations, was, "We will not 

support any resolution or action that does not condemn Hamas's crimes or 

demand its disarmament and departure from Gaza. This resolution will also 

undermine the diplomatic efforts made by the United States to achieve a 

ceasefire" (Nichols, Al Mughrabi, & Crispin, 2025). 

 

5- Lifting sanctions on Jewish settlers  Among the set of executive orders and 

decisions issued by U.S. President Donald Trump following his inauguration on 

January 20, 2025, was the lifting of sanctions on 30 extremist Israeli groups and 

an Israeli settlement entity, which had been imposed by the previous 

administration of President Joe Biden on some settlers. 

This step was welcomed by the Israeli far-right, as Ben Gvir wrote on social 

media that we welcome the historic decision made by President Donald Trump 

to lift the sanctions on the settlers of Samaria and Judea. The Israeli finance 

minister described these sanctions as a clear and severe interference in Israel's 

internal affairs (Al Jazeera, 2025). 

 

6- The stance on humanitarian aid  On March 20, 2025, Israel completely cut off 

all humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip, including all emergency supplies such as 

water, food, medicine, gas, and fuel. This blockade continued until May 19, 

2025. However, under international pressure, Israel allowed the resumption of 

humanitarian aid distribution on a limited scale. This was managed by the Gaza 

Humanitarian Foundation (GHF), an organization supported by the United 

States and Israel to manage aid distribution centers in Gaza. The operations of 

the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation sparked widespread controversy due to 

disturbances, casualties, and the use of firearms and sound bombs against 

Palestinians seeking aid near these distribution centers. Many humanitarian and 

rights organisations described the activities of this foundation as militarising aid 

and attempting to politicise humanitarian work (Kosiorek, 2025, p. 153). 

 

7- As for Trump's stance on Israel's war on Gaza  The administration of President 

Donald Trump proposed a new plan as a tool to reshape the "Deal of the 

Century" project. This plan was introduced amidst Israel's ongoing war on Gaza 

and is considered one of the most prominent political initiatives of the United 
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States, reflecting a shift in Washington's approach to the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict from traditional mediation to conflict management and imposing 

settlements. 

This plan was proposed in October 2025 after months of stalled ceasefire 

negotiations between the occupation and Hamas, and the escalation of 

international criticism against Israeli crimes. Accompanying this was a media 

campaign that focused on the ceasefire and the release of prisoners by the 

Palestinian resistance as a starting point to end the war, while simultaneously 

ignoring the rights of the Palestinians (Palestinian Media Center, 2025). 

 

The White House announced on September 29, 2025, the details of Trump's plan 

regarding Gaza and ending the war. The plan stipulates the initiation of dialogue 

between the Palestinians and Israel to reach a political horizon that ensures 

peaceful and prosperous coexistence, emphasising that Israel will not occupy 

Gaza or annex it to its territory, and no party will be forced to leave (Al-

Zaytouna Center for Studies and Consultations, 2025, p. 5). 

 

The plan includes halting all military operations within 72 hours from the date 

Israel accepts this agreement, and all living hostages as well as the remains of 

the deceased will be released. Hamas will also release the remains of an Israeli 

prisoner in exchange for the remains of 15 deceased individuals from Gaza. 

Additionally, Israel will release 250 prisoners sentenced to life imprisonment, 

along with 1,700 residents of Gaza who were detained after October 7, 2023 

(The White House, 2025, p. 1). 

 

The plan also commits to delivering all humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip, 

including the reconstruction of infrastructure, upon acceptance of the agreement. 

Subsequently, members of Hamas who wish to coexist peacefully will be 

granted amnesty. Additionally, the plan stipulates, according to the White 

House, the provision of a safe passage for Hamas members to leave for other 

countries. The administration of Gaza will be overseen by a Palestinian 

committee composed of a group of qualified Palestinians without any political 

affiliation, along with international experts. This committee will be under the 

supervision of an international body named the "Peace Council," personally 

chaired by Trump, with the participation of former British Prime Minister Tony 

Blair. Hamas will not be part of it (Owais, 2025, p.3). 

 

As for the motivations that led President Trump, who is considered one of the 

most pro-Israel presidents in America, to propose such a plan, they include the 

increasing international isolation of Israel and the sympathy of global public 

opinion, including within the United States, which has also extended to both the 

Democratic and Republican camps with the Palestinians for the first time, And 

the increase in protests and demonstrations in various cities around the world 
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demanding an end to the genocide committed by Israel, as well as the growing 

calls to treat Israel as a state committing crimes against humanity and genocide, 

and to treat Israeli leaders as wanted by international justice. Additionally, the 

changing positions of several Western countries, known for their support of 

Israel, towards recognising the Palestinian state, have increased the American 

embarrassment over Israel's policies and Netanyahu's desire to continue the war 

and occupy the Gaza Strip. All these combined transformations prompted 

Trump to announce that the time has come to end the war in Gaza and put a plan 

to stop the war (Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, 2025, p. 5). 

 

It is noteworthy that what is called the peace plan proposed by President Trump 

is, in fact, an attempt to achieve what Israel failed to accomplish through the 

United States. The plan aligns with Israel's goals of releasing Israeli hostages, 

excluding Hamas and the Palestinian Authority from any role, and establishing a 

military presence in the Gaza Strip (C. Abrumi, Bourekba, 2025, p. 5). 

 

Donald Trump stated in a joint press conference with Benjamin Netanyahu, 

"Islamic and Arab countries will be responsible for dealing with Hamas, and this 

moment also includes the disarmament of Hamas and the destruction of its 

military infrastructure." He emphasised that if Hamas rejects this agreement, 

Israel will have our full support to do what is necessary, adding that most 

Palestinians want to live in peace and they have our support. He noted that 

Israelis were very generous in giving up Gaza, and that Netanyahu is a warrior 

and Israel is lucky to have him. Trump considered that the Abraham Accords 

have brought prosperity to the countries that built relationships with Israel, 

unlike those that wanted to erase it. (Al-Zaytouna Center for Studies and 

Consultations, 2025, p. 5) 

 

Despite the announcement by the United States of America on January 14, 2026, 

about the start of the second phase of President Donald Trump's plan to end the 

war, there are many obstacles on the ground that may hinder the achievement of 

the project and the desired goal. The United States assumes that success in 

implementing the plan and its three phases will not only lead to a comprehensive 

solution to the Palestinian issue but will also reshape the entire Middle East in a 

way that serves American interests, including the principle of restoring 

America's great power status, which Trump often reiterates., and despite the 

Trump administration's determination to start the second phase, there are still 

significant challenges hindering its implementation, especially since Gaza's 

future is not solely in the hands of Trump and his administration but also 

depends on the positions of the other three parties involved in the war-ending 

plan, namely Hamas, Israel, and the three mediators in the Gaza file: Qatar, 

Turkey, and Egypt (Al-Mustaqbal for Advanced Research and Studies, 2026). 
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It can be said, finally, that although successive American policies have openly 

supported Israel since its establishment in 1948, the Palestinians consider 

President Trump to be the worst of all time due to his many unjust decisions, 

actions, and initiatives against the Palestinian people without regard for 

international law, society, and international legitimacy, disregarding signed 

agreements, and ignoring the rights of the Palestinian people and their right to 

self-determination. 

 

Conclusion: 

The research concluded with a set of results reached through the review and 

interpretation of the study (The United States' Approach to the Israeli-

Palestinian Conflict under President Donald Trump's Administration): 

1- The research results show that previous U.S. administrations were not biased 

in the same way, through decisions and actions, as the administration of Donald 

Trump, which is clearly and explicitly biased towards Israel. This has 

undermined the role of the United States as a neutral mediator in the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict. 

2- Recognising Jerusalem as the unified capital of the State of Israel and moving 

the American embassy there embodies a political stance that represents a break 

and a deviation from previous American policies or from the administrations of 

past American presidents who avoided recognising Jerusalem as the capital of 

Israel, aware that it contradicts international law and would escalate the conflict 

in the region. 

3- More dangerous than Trump's policy is that his administration and aides in 

his first and second terms consist of individuals who strongly support Israel's 

sovereignty over the occupied territories and reject the establishment of a 

Palestinian state. 

4- Trump waged an economic war against the Palestinians by cutting 

humanitarian and financial aid to the Palestinian Authority, UNRWA, and 

hospitals in Jerusalem, using them as leverage and blackmail to push through 

and approve his policies and decisions, which led to an unprecedented 

deterioration of the economic conditions of the Palestinian people. 

5- The Trump administration adopted a more lenient stance towards Israeli 

settlements compared to previous administrations by legitimising Israeli control 

over Jerusalem and the settlements and practically nullifying the right of return 

for Palestinian refugees. 

6- Moreover, Trump supports the political solution according to the Israeli 

vision, as the Deal of the Century was prepared under American-Israeli 

sponsorship, while the Palestinian side was absent from it, which confirms that 

the deal came as an expression of Israeli interests at the expense of the rights of 

the Palestinian people, Then, the Trump administration, during its second term 

in 2025, returned to propose a new plan, considering it a rephrasing of the "Deal 

of the Century" project, which involves the United States managing the Gaza 
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Strip and transforming it into the "Riviera of the Middle East," displacing its 

residents through security arrangements that impose the disarmament of 

resistance. This aligns with the inclinations of Israeli leaders who strongly 

support the displacement of Palestinians from Gaza. Therefore, Trump's plan is 

not a traditional peace initiative but a plan to reshape the conflict with the aim of 

creating a new political reality that guarantees Israel's interests. This scene of 

consensus reflects the United States' strong support for Israel. 

We can formulate a set of recommendations related to the study's findings and 

the analysis of Trump's policies towards the Israeli-Palestinian conflict: 

1- The necessity of enhancing commitment to international law and international 

legitimacy resolutions, as well as the need to activate international monitoring 

mechanisms to ensure that no American administration unilaterally sets the 

foundations for settlement. 

2- The study recommends the necessity of formulating a unified Arab position to 

limit double standards towards Palestine. 

3- Strengthening the role of multilateral diplomacy by involving other parties 

such as China, Russia, and the European Union within a collective international 

framework to limit the American party's dominance over the negotiation process 

in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
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